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z Tim. iv. 5: latter part of the Verſe. 
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of Scripture is required ; this T:mothy had 
from a Child, which at this day BO who 
profeſs themſelves great Divines do ſcarce at 
all regard. So the Hiſtory of the Council of 
Trent tells us of the Italian Prelates, that they 
were good School-Divines, but underſtood lir- 
tle of , We ſhould as the Rarre; a- 
the Jews, cleave only to the DoQrines- 
of Sc:iprure, and exerciſe our ſelves herein 
continually, over and over a So the Jews, 
to intimate ſo much upon cight day of the 
Feaſt of Tabernaclcs, mas ar ſame rime- 
the laſt Setion of the Law, and with it the 
bs inning of —— We ſhould be umveari. 
in this ing, as it 1s 
one who when he had read» Book of Þferke 
er. hy wrote upon ir, I will read ir 
doing thus we ſhall daily grow in; 
knvwiedg pms Brap errant of every 
God; and ſuch is: the narrowneſs of 
our underſtandings at that end where we re- 
ceive knowledg, that our: Souls are 
made capable ' much know we can- 
org roma ar Whar has been ſaid 
improving in Scriprare-knowledg, concerns. 
all men.as well as. Miniſters, ſeeing the reaſons 
given in rare why. it ſhould be ſearch'd, 
reaches all ; bur there 4s a modeſty to be us'd, 
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right to the uſe of Sctipture. Clemens Alex an- 
drimus * adviſes all Chriſtians, ro grow o/d in 
reading theſe Books, and adds, that as wnder 
the Law thoſe. Beafts which chew'd the cud, 
and had parted hoofs wwere acceptable to God ; 
Þ 1s the Chriſtian who ruminates upon the O- 
races of God day and night, whence in his 
going &y Faith to the Father and the Son, he 
recerves that ſteadimeſs of gate which” pro- 
ceeds from parted hoofs, thus far he. 

more paſlages of the like nature are met with 
among the Fathers, which we muſt now for- 
bear. But as for thoſe who are ſeparated ro 


the 5.99 o-diiubry. gates ts: coquiced 
chan reading Sriprure Divinity in Zng/:/b, 
the g of Tongues, and of therrrue flare 
of rhe primitive Church ; this muſt be had 


from an entire reading of the ancient Records 
of the Church, that we may not be deceived 
with falſe repreſentations under that perſwa- 
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* Thirdly, A Diligence in _Miniſterial duties, 
Our 'duty has three main pers, Teaching, 
Praying and Warching over the People. 

e being undoubtedly neceſſary, we need 
noe _ which is of the greateſt dignity. 
As ro Teaching, St, Pau/ requires one.,apt. fo 
reach, '2 Tim. 2. 24. and that he be inſtant in 
preaching the word, 2 Tim, 4. 2. he muſt in- 
ſtrut with much plainneſs, and not make the 
Goſpel to return ro the likeneſs. of the Law, 
with a veil and thick darkneſs about it ; he 
muſt exhorr with all heartineſs, by the firreſt 
rrue arguments of perſwaſion.; he muſt both 
boldly and meekly ve ſin, nor ſparing the 
fault, bur till manifeſting he has no 
with che perſon, In ſhort, in all the i 
of teaching there muſt appear what Sr. Pau/ 
requires from Titus, c<. 2. 7. wncorruptneſs, 


avity, ſmcerity. 
o 2. The Goon: part of duty is Prayer, Thus 


the Miniſters of the Lord are to cry, Spare 
"7 people, O Lord. This work at this time, 
when Knowledg is more, plentifully found than 
Living well, is of the more general uſctulneſs; 
and as the profeſſion of the ſame Articles of 
Faith in the very ſame expreſs terms, is a mark 
of Communion among the diſtin Aſſemblies 
of the Church, fo praying unto God, in the 
ſame words, in our ſeycral Congregations,ſhews 
that we are not independent, but members one 


of another. Such were the primitive Prayers, 
Juſtin Martyr ſpeaks of, their wa xane/, their 2. Apoleg. 
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among our ſelves; for as right Ba iſm at large 
is a fixing the perſon GT, 
ſo in to his being joined more immedi- 
ately to a branch of the Catholick Church, the 
fame form of Baptiſm which this particular 
one uſes, is required. The like is to be ſaid 
of the Lords Supper, it penny a ſign of 
our Communion with Chriſt, bur ot our Com-+ 
munion with the whole true Church- upon 
Earth, where the neceſlaries of adminiſtration 
are obſerv'd ; and when we practiſe in this the 
ſame allowable differences, we manifeſt as b 

the neceſlaries that we are of the univerſal, G 
by theſe allowable differences that we are more 
immediately of this or that particular Church, 
and that (in the phraſe of Sr, Pau) we being 
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'not ſeverally entertain 

nor forget the aſſembling of themſelves 

together, and'they reckon'd ro them Schifſm e- 
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that they were orthodox in Dodtrine *, only 

differing in ſome points of Diſcipline. We can quam fides 

no more belong both to the Church and adyerſe «* /pe:_re- 

Meeting, than we can' ſerve two Maſters ; ro*/,;Termui. 

this purpoſe rhere is an old Canon * that by dver{Phy- 

the Nxth General Council is reckon'd Apoſto- ———n Y 

lick *, that herthat prays with chem in the Con- j,1.52 c:n- 

venticles ſer up m_ the Church, ſhall be <i/. Con- 

deprived of the Churches Communion. iatinogen 
he fourth and laſt advice of Sr. Paul, is 

to have a converſation ſurable to the Miniſte- 

rial Office. We muſt have a conyerſation which 

becomes the Goſpel which we preach. Sr.Pau/ 

requires, that we follow after righteouſneſs, 

godlineſs, faith, love, patience, meekneſs, 1 T;m. 

6.11, and the like advice, 2 Ep. 2.22. and to 

Titus, 2. 5. that in all things he ſhew himſelf 

a parrern of good works; ' when he ſays a pat- 

tern,” he means not any thing in our converſa- 

tion, wherein no one is to imitate us, but 

in every Moral duty, as belonging to all men, a 

Miniſter is bound to be firſt, and moſt remark- 

able. | As we are to be patrerns ro others, ſo we 

muſt rake thoſe thar haye gone before for ours, 

It was ſaid by our Saviour of the Baprz#f, thar 

he was'a #wning and a ſhining light ; the com- 

mon gloſs ſhould reach us, he burn'd in his. 

zeal,” and ſhin'd in his example ; it is nor only 

he- chat Teaches, but who tikewiſe does that 

ſhall- be/call'd- Great in the Kingdom of Hea- 

ven. | It is & commendation given of Orzgen, 

that his dotrine and his manners did agree ; 


and | 
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and of Nuzianzen, that he never gaye in charge 


to his Schalars any thing which he had nor firit 


practis'd upon himſelf. Ir is certain that all men 


arc drawn more readily by examples than by 


fine ſayings.; and are like Soldiers, who more 


-cheartully tollow their Commander than his 


bare Commands, A good life makes a Prea- 
cher not only betrer heard, bur ro underſtand 
'berter; if any man will do the will of God, 
-he ſhall know of his doQtrine, for rhe ſecrets 

the Lord are with thoſe that fear him; and 
the Schechinah ( ſay the Jews ) was not af- 
forded but ro the beſt of men. Real goodneſs 
gives a ſenſe and raſt upon our minds of whar 
'we recommend to others ; and the good coun- 
ſel we give, being wrought and pointed in our 
our lives foberly, righteoully, and goalie 
our livi Mt . ily, 
men will” be aſkired the : 


pn 00 each theſe 
as cuſtomary and expeQted, or as pret- 
Geculerion;bur as cur end rheie Duty, 


ical truth, and as ſuch which is nor 
; by this means we 
ſucceſs to our 
f Foray Fam _ . 
when our cannot 
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with the exhorration of St. Peter applied to 
our , Let us have our converſation 
Honeſt amongſt mey, that when =o 
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aint us as evil doers, t by our p 
gain which they ſhall 9,97 glorifie God. | 
To whom , the Father, Son, and. the _ | 
Ghoſt, three Perſons, and one God, be 
Honour given for ever more. 


The End. 
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